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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

To discuss the 2015/2016 scrutiny work programme.

2. RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Councillor David Ellis, Portfolio Holder for Public Protection, attended the last 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 7 December as part of the rolling 
programme of Portfolio holding to account. Members requested additional 
information regarding some of the areas identified which is attached at 
Appendix 1.

3. SCRUTINY REVIEWS 2014/2015

Reducing Unemployment in Gedling Borough: six month progress 
report.

The final report and recommendations arising from this review were 
approved by the 15th December Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
referred to Cabinet on the 12th February 2015, along with a request for a 
response from the relevant Portfolio Holder. A response to the 
recommendations was presented to the committee on the 20th July 2015.  
Members requested a six month progress review of accepted 
recommendations be available at the February meeting, this is attached at 
Appendix 2.

4. 2015/16 WORK PROGRAMME



I. Scrutiny working groups:

 Obesity 
Working Group members: Councillors McCrossen (Chair), Truscott, 
Bisset, Doyle, Walker and Hewson.
The Obesity working group is considering what the authority can do to 
strengthen partnership working, improve coordination of services and how 
leisure and planning can influence and encourage people to lead healthy 
lifestyles and maintain healthy weight levels. Members have discussed a 
range of issues with a representative from Public Health, the Clinical 
Commissioning Group, a local GP and officers from Gedling Borough.  
Councillor Wheeler, as the representative on the Gedling Health and 
Wellbeing Board, and Andrew Dowling from the Gedling Sports 
Partnership will be attending a meeting.  The group will be drawing 
together its conclusions shortly.

 Bonington Theatre
Working Group members: Councillors Gregory, Paling, S Barnes, 
Andrews.

A small group of Members, which included three young people from the 
Youth Council, attended a very interesting meeting at the theatre.  There 
was a wide ranging discussion regarding the ambition to maximise the 
utilisation of the theatre and income through hires and ticket sales. The 
possibility of staging a free film show and targeted advertising for young 
people to raise awareness of the cinema was suggested.  There will be a 
further meeting of this group when ideas around raising the profile of the 
theatre locally will be examined.
Scoping meetings have been conducted for the working groups and draft 
scopes are tabled for comment and approval. Appendix 3 & 4.

II. Items for Scrutiny.
Highway maintenance including the maintenance of trees on the high 
way

At the July meeting of the committee Members highlighted the condition of 
roads and highways as one of concern, and the condition of trees at the 
roadside as a particular problem.  It was decided that this could be 
included as an area for examination in the work programme.  To assist 



Members to decide which areas they would like the focus of their work to 
be an officer from the County Council, the responsible authority, and 
Gedling Borough Parks and Street Care will attend the next meeting.  It 
would be helpful if Members could clarify which particular areas they 
would like the officers to discuss.

III. Work programme 2015/16

The committee work programme 2015/2016 is attached at Appendix 5.
Members are asked to consider and make amendments as appropriate. 

5. RECOMMENDATION

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee:

 consider the additional information requested at the last meeting

 consider and comment on the update of the Reducing Unemployment in 
the Borough

 agree the scopes and note the progress of the Obesity and Bonington 
Theatre working groups

 consider the focus for highways information.
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